
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



RECORD OF POLITICAL EVENTS. 

[From May i, 1904, to November 8, 1904.] 
I. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. 

THE RXTSSC^AFAlTXiSE WAR: MILITAR7 OPERATIONS 

— Soon after the defeat of the Russians on the Yalu, May i, by the first 
Japanese army under General Kuroki (see last Record, p. 333), two 
other Japanese armies were dispatched to Manchuria. The second army, 
commanded by General Oku, landed on the Liaotung peninsula at a 
point north of Port Arthur, and defeated the Russians, first at Einchau, 
and later in a sanguinary battle lasting five days at Nanshan hiU, a part 
of the outer line of defenses of Port Arthur. This army then turned 
northward, driving the Russians before it and defeating them with heavy 
loss in the battle of Vafangow and capturing Kaiping in July. The third 
Japanese army, commanded by General Nodzu, landed at Takushan on 
the Korean gulf, defeated the Russians after a seven hours' battle at Sin- 
yen on June 10 and continued its march northwest toward Liaoyang, 
where a Russian army estimated at 125,000 or 150,000 men was stationed. 

— On May 30 the Russians evacuated Dalny, after destroying its exten- 
sive docks, piers, warehouses and barracks. In the latter part of June 
the Japanese under command of General Nogi began the regular siege 
of Port Arthur. The Russian fleet within the harbor was bottled up 
not so much by the sinking of a number of stone-laden vessels in the 
outer harbor (an operation by which the channel was only partially ob- 
structed) as by the Japanese blockade outside. During the month of 
July the Japanese lines were drawn closer about the city, several out- 
posts being captured. From time to time, beginning in the latter part of 
July, the Japanese fleet bombarded the city, and desperate assaults were 
made from the land side, all of which were repulsed by the Russians, 
commanded by General Stoessel. — On August 10 the Russian fleet con- 
sisting of twenty-four vessels made a desperate but unsuccessful attempt 
to escape from the harbor of Port Arthur and join the Vladivostock squad- 
ron. Admiral Wittsoeft and a large part of the crew of his flagship were 
killed and several of the Russian vessels were seriously injured. The 
"Czarevitch" escaped to the neutral harbor of Tsinchau where it was 
dismantled and laid up for the rest of the war. The "Ask old" and 
the "Groszovoi" reached Shanghai only to be similarly treated. The 
"Novik" took refuge in the harbor of Saghalien but was forced to leave 
and was destroyed by two Japanese cruisers. The " Ryeshitelni," having 
reached the harbor of Chifu was towed out by Japanese cruisers (see 
below. International Incidents). The remaining vessels of the fleet 
returned badly damaged to Port Arthur. — Shortly after the disaster to 
the Port Arthur fleet the Vladivostock squadron was attacked by ad- 
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miral Kamimura in the strait of Korea off Tsu Island. The "Rurik" 
was sunk and the other vessels of the squadron were disabled. In addi- 
tion to the cases here noted, other Russian vessels were crippled or laid 
up in neutral harbors, and Russia's naval force in the East was reduced 
to insignificance. — A formal demand was made early in August for the 
surrender of Port Arthur, but the terms offered were promptly rejected. 
At the close of the period under review the beleaguered force, largely 
diminished in numbers and living on reduced rations, was still holding 
out against the attacks of the Japanese. — Meantime the Japanese ad- 
vance into Manchuria, although obstinately contested, proceeded with 
uniform success. On July 20 Field Marshal Oyama assumed command 
of all the Japanese armies in the field, and under his direction the divi- 
sions of Kuroki, Oku and Nodzu moved along converging lines toward 
the important town of Liaoyang which the Russians had strongly fortified. 
In this advance movement the Russians were defeated successively at 
Motien Pass, Kiaotung, at Tatchekiao, at Yangste Pass (where on July 
29 one of their generals, Count Keller, was killed), at Simancheng, at 
Huicheng and at Anshanshan. Before the Japanese advance the Rus- 
sians retreated northward to the environs of Liaoyang where their forces 
under General Kuropatkin were concentrated in the form of a semi- 
circle south of the town. Upon this line the three Japanese armies con- 
verged and during the first week in September a series of battles were 
fought which, in view of the numbers engaged (the aggregate forces were 
variously estimated at from 400,000 to 500,000 men), are ranked among 
the greatest battles of modern times. The Russians were defeated with 
enormous losses and retreated across the Taitse river, and later toward 
Mukden, about sixty miles north of Liaoyang. — Kuropatkin's retreat 
was conducted with skill and General Kuroki's efforts to turn the Russian 
left flank were unsuccessful. — On October 2, General Kuropatkin gave 
orders for a forward movement, and on October 11 the Russian advance 
met the Japanese near Yentai, about twenty-five miles north of Liaoyang. 
A series of sanguinary battles occurred during the week following. The 
right and left wings of the Japanese army were commanded by Generals 
Kuroki and Oku respectively, while General Nodzu held the center. 
General Kuropatkin's forces were driven back with losses admittedly in 
excess of 35,000. According to Field Marshal Oyama's report, over 
13,000 Russians were left dead upon the field. The Japanese losses, 
according to the same report were less than 15,000. — About the middle 
of October, the Russian Baltic fleet started on its long planned but re- 
peatedly postponed voyage to the East. (See International Inci- 
dents, below.) 

RTTSSO-JAPANESE "WAR : INTERNATIONAL INCIDENTS. — 
Russia's disregard of the rights of neutrals on the high seas led to re- 
monstrances on the part of Great Britain and the United States and pro- 
voked general criticism of Russian policy. Soon after the outbreak of 
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hostilities the Russian government announced that it would treat all kinds 
of fuel, such as coal, naphtha and alcohol, as contraband, and later it 
added cotton to the list. On June 10, Mr. Hay, Secretary of State of the 
United States, sent a circular to the American ambassadors in Europe, 
dissenting from the Russian position that these articles might be treated 
as absolute contraband. The Russian order also classed as contraband 
"everything intended for warfare on land or sea," including foodstuffs. 
The language was ambiguous, but the intent became clear when the Rus- 
sian government communicated to the American ambassador at St. Peters- 
burg a decision of the prize court at Vladivostock, in the case of some 
American flour that was seized on the German steamship "Arabia," that 
the flour was contraband because it was bound to Japanese ports and 
addressed to commercial houses there. Against this decision, which was 
apparently approved by the Russian government and by which an attempt 
was made to throw foodstuffs into the category of absolute contraband by 
requiring the owner to make impossible proof that no part of the cargo 
might eventually come to the hands of the enemy's forces, both the United 
States and Great Britain strongly remonstrated. Writing on August 30 
to the American ambassador at St. Petersburg, Mr. Hay declared that the 
Russian contention, if fully carried out, would mean "the complete de- 
struction of all neutral commerce with the non-combatant population of 
Japan." The remonstrances of the British and American governments 
were referred by the Czar to a commission representing various ministries 
at St. Petersburg, and toward the end of September it was announced that 
the Russian government had decided to place foodstuffs in the list of 
conditional contraband, but that it still adhered to its original position 
with regard to coal. At the same time the Russian government formally 
remonstrated against the course of the British government in permitting 
wholesale trade in contraband between England and Japan. Serious 
protests were, on the other hand, called forth by seizures of British and 
German merchant ships by the Russian auxiliary cruisers "Smo- 
lensk" and "St. Petersburg," belonging to the Russian volunteer fleet. 
These cruisers, disguised as merchantmen, sailed through the Darda- 
nelles from the Black Sea early in July and at once began to search and 
detain neutral vessels. The German steamship "Prinz Heinrich," with 
the imperial mails, was stopped on July 13, and on July 16 the British 
steamship "Malacca," laden with government supplies, including arms 
and ammunition for the British arsenal at Hongkong, was captured. The 
mails taken from the "Prinz Heinrich" were after a brief detention re- 
stored. The "Malacca" was sent through the Suez Canal, in charge of 
a prize crew, for a port on the Baltic. The British government protested 
against the seizure, and public indignation reached a high pitch. The 
Russian government sought to justify the capture by alleging the sus- 
picious character of the cargo and the refusal of the captain of the " Ma- 
lacca" to show his manifest; but the British government insisted that the 
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government stamp with which the cargo was marked sufficiently estab- 
lished its innocent character. The British government also maintained 
that the auxiliary cruisers in question, since they passed the Dardanelles 
as merchant vessels and could not without a violation of the treaty of 
Paris have passed as men-of-war, were not entitled to exercise the belliger- 
ent right of visit and search at sea. The Russian government released 
the "Malacca" and gave an assurance against the recurrence of similar 
incidents. The "Smolensk" seized also the British ship "Ardova," 
which had on board a quantity of supplies shipped by the American War 
Department to Manila, but the prompt release of the vessel rendered any 
action by the United States unnecessary. The sinking on July 25, by the 
Vladivostock squadron, of the "Knight Commander," a British mer- 
chantman laden with a miscellaneous cargo for Chinese and Japanese 
ports, gave rise to further animated controversy. The Russian govern- 
ment alleged that a part of the cargo consisted of bridge and railway ma- 
terials for the use of the Japanese army, and excused the sinking of the 
vessel on the ground that it was deemed extremely difficult to take her 
into port for adjudication. The prize court at Vladivostock, on submis- 
sion of the steamer's papers, promptly adjudged her lawfvd prize. The 
British government, however, strongly protested against the claim of the 
right to destroy neutral ships in advance of the decision of a prize court, 
and the act of the Russian commander was vigorously denounced in Par- 
liament. The Russian government eventually acceded to the British 
demand for reparation. A more serious controversy was raised by the 
performances of the Russian Baltic squadron at the beginning of its 
Eastward voyage. Alarmed by rumors that Japanese agents had been 
surreptitiously preparing to attack this squadron in the North Sea with 
torpedoes or floating mines, the Russian officers apparently adopted the 
policy of opening fire upon any vessel which appeared to them suspicious. 
In passing through the Skagerack a Russian cruiser fired upon a Swedish 
steamer and on October 21a German fishing vessel was similarly attacked. 
During the following night the Russian squadron encountered a fleet of 
British fishing steamers, sank one of them and riddled others, kUling two 
men. According to the report of the Russian Admiral Rojestvensky, 
transmitted October 27 from Vigo, Spain, his squadron was attacked, 
while passing through the fishing fleet, by two torpedo boats, one of which 
it sank, and the injury to the British fishing steamers was a regrettable 
but inevitable incident of which the Russian officers were unaware. This 
explanation was received in Great Britain with general incrediflity. In 
the meantime the Russian government expressed its profound regret and 
promised liberal compensation, but refused to give any pledge that the 
officers responsible for the occurrence should be punished. British feel- 
ing, already aroused by Russian interference with neutral commerce, ran 
high; satisfaction and assurances against future outrages were generally 
demanded; active naval preparations were made, and war was appre- 
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hended. On October 28, however, it was agreed that the Russian vessels 
concerned in the incident should be detained at Vigo until the Russian 
naval authorities should ascertain what officers were responsible; that 
such officers and other material witnesses should not proceed on the voy- 
age to the East; and that an inquiry into the facts should be instituted by 
an international commission, as provided by the Hague Convention. At 
the same time the Russian government undertook to guard against a re- 
currence of such incidents. — Much adverse criticism was called forth in 
neutral countries by the action of Russia in announcing an intention to 
treat as spies all persons engaged in using wireless telegraphy for the 
purpose of sending information as to military events from within the field 
of military operations. No formal protests appear to have been made by 
neutral governments, although the Russian ambassador at Washington 
was informed that the United States reserved the right to watch over the 
persons and property of its citizens and that any interference with their 
rights would be a subject for inquiry. Much discussion also took place 
in the press as to certain floating mines found at sea off the Manchurian 
coast, but the origin of the mines was not definitely established. — Much 
apprehension has at times been excited by the apparent disposition of 
both belligerents to disregard the neutrality of the Chinese empire. 
Apart from the fact that the war itself is carried on chiefly on Chinese 
territory, precisely as if that territory were the subject-matter of the con- 
flict, Chinese neutrality has not in other respects been scrupulously re- 
spected. On August 10, a Japanese vessel-of-war entered the harbor of 
Chifu and captured and carried away the Russian destroyer "Ryeshi- 
telni" which had taken refuge there and which, as the Russians alleged, 
had assented to a Chinese demand for disarmament. The Russian gov- 
ernment formally protested to the powers against the action of the Japan- 
ese as a flagrant violation of international law. The Japanese defended 
their action on the ground of Russia's alleged violation of China's neu- 
trality and China's inability to enforce it. Other Russian war vessels 
seeking refuge in Chinese ports were (as noted above) dismantled; and 
the same course was pursued in regard to Russian war vessels in the 
German port of Kiaochau. On September 14 the Russian auxiliary 
cruiser "Lena," of the Vladivostock squadron, put in at San Francisco. 
An examination by officers of the United States having demonstrated 
that she was unable to leave without obtaining practically a new outfit of 
machinery, the President ordered her to be disarmed and exacted from 
her commander a guarantee that no attempt would be made to take her 
out of port before the conclusion of peace. — Charges and counter- 
charges have been made by both belligerents of the violation of Red Cross 
signals. 

JAPAN AND KOREA. — The protocol signed in February, 1904 (see 
last Record, p. 332), was followed by the conclusion of a treaty on August 
22, by which it is provided that the Korean government shall engage as 
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its financial adviser a Japanese subject recommended by the Japanese 
government, and shall take action on financial matters only after his coun- 
sel has been given; that it shall engage as a diplomatic adviser a foreigner 
recommended by the Japanese government, and shall take action only 
after his advice has been given; and that the Korean government shall 
previously consult the government of Japan in concluding treaties and 
conventions with foreign powers and in dealing with other important dip- 
lomatic affairs. In accordance with this agreement, Durham White 
Stevens, an American, was appointed diplomatic adviser to the Korean 
government. In accordance with the protocol of February 23 the Japan- 
ese government demanded the introduction of extensive reforms in the 
government of Korea, the most important of which are the enforcement 
of the principle of ministerial responsibility and the reorganization of the 
national finances. To aid in the rehabilitation of the finances Japan 
agreed to lend the Korean government 3,000,000 yen. The Japanese 
government undertook also to represent Korean interests in foreign lands, 
and Korean diplomatic and consular representatives abroad were with- 
drawn. One of the first results of Japanese control over Korean for- 
eign relations was a decree issued in May by the Korean government re- 
voking the timber concessions on the Yalu and Tumen rivers granted to 
Russia in 1896. 

THIBET. — In September the British "mission" to Thibet (see last 
Record, p. 333) was carried to a successful completion with no outside 
interference except a diplomatic protest from Russia. After leaving 
Geru (see last Record, p. 334) the British force advanced to Gyantse 
where it was bombarded by the Thibetans. On July 6 Gyantse was 
taken by storm after severe fighting. From thence the expedition pro- 
ceeded to ELharola Pass, where two battles were fought and the Thibetans 
routed. In the meantime Colonel Younghusband had sent a letter to 
the Thibetan authorities demanding that they send representatives to 
Gyantse for the purpose of treating. The letter being returned unopened 
the expedition resumed its march toward Lhassa and entered that city 
August 7, after eight months of marching and fighting. On September 7 
Colonel Younghusband signed a treaty with the representatives of the 
Dalai Lama who had himself fled from Lhassa. The treaty provides for 
a rectification of the boundary between India and Thibet; requires the 
Thibetans to establish three marts for mutual trading and to pay an in- 
demnity of ;£5oo,ooo; prohibits the erection of customs stations on the 
frontier and the collection of customs on British exports to Thibet; re- 
quires the demolition of all forts on the frontier between Gyantse and the 
Indian frontier; provides for the temporary occupation of the Chumbi 
valley by British troops, and stipulates that without the consent of Great 
Britain no Thibetan territory shall be sold, leased or mortgaged to any 
foreign power, and that no foreign power shall be permitted to concern 
itself with the administration of the government of Thibet nor to send 
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official or non-official persons to Thibet to assist in the conduct of Thi- 
betan affairs nor to construct roads or telegraphs or open mines in Thibet. 
Against this treaty the Russian government made protest, claiming that 
the action of Great Britain was a violation of specific assurances given to 
Russia with regard to the British designs in Thibet. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IN AFRICA. — The provisions 
of the British-French colonial agreement (see last Record, p. 334) re- 
ferring to Egypt have received the formal approval of Germany, Austria, 
Italy and Russia, which powers have undertaken not to insist upon a 
time limit upon British occupation in Egypt. In return for the free hand 
thus given to her in Egypt, Great Britain has given the above mentioned 
states assurances of most-favored-nation treatment for thirty years, and 
has promised to respect their treaty rights in Egypt and to grant certain 
liberties therein with regard to schools and resident officials. The Mo- 
roccan clauses of the British-French agreement caused some dissatis- 
faction on the part of the Spanish government whose interests in Morocco 
are considerable. This tension was removed in September by the con- 
clusion of a treaty between France and Spain whereby Spain, in return 
for various concessions, withdraws her objection to the British-French 
disposition of the Moroccan question and recognizes the integrity of the 
Moorish kingdom subject to the paramount influence of France. The 
agreement, it is believed, goes far toward insuring the realization of the 
French ambition of a West African empire extending from the French 
Soudan to the Mediterranean and Atlantic. — The well nigh anarchical 
conditions prevailing in Morocco as well as the impotence of the sultan 
were strikingly revealed by the Perdicaris incident in May. Perdicaris, 
an American citizen living near Tangier, together with his step son, 
Cromwell Varley, a British subject, was kidnapped by a brigand named 
Raisuli and held for ransom. Raisuli as a condition of release demanded 
that $70,000 be paid him, that the governorship of various tribes be con- 
ferred upon him, that the governor of Tangier be deposed, that the Moor- 
ish troops at Tangier be withdrawn, that certain of his followers be re- 
leased from prison and that immunity be guaranteed to himself and his 
followers for various offenses committed in the past. The government of 
the United States, as a means of impressing the sultan with its determina- 
tion to protect American rights, assembled a formidable fleet of war 
vessels in Moroccan waters. On account of the dominance of French 
influence in Morocco the United States requested the cooperation of the 
French government which was readily given. At the same time the 
consul-general at Tangier was informed by the American government 
that it would hold Raisuli personally responsible for the safety of Perdi- 
caris and that it would take no action that would amount to a recognition 
of the right of brigandage or blackmail in Morocco. The sultan acceded 
to the demands of Raisuli and Perdicaris was released. 
EUROPEAN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. — In the latter 
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part of April the President of France accompanied by the minister of 
foreign affairs and a distinguished party of French officials visited Rome. 
The reception of the French party at the Quirinal was most cordial and 
served to strengthen more firmly the recent Franco-Italian entente (see 
Record of December, 1903, p. 735). The visit gave great offense to the 
Pope who addressed a note of protest to the various Catholic powers. 
The protest was strongly denounced in both the French and Italian 
chambers. Other visits of courtesy were those of the King of Great 
Britain to the King of Denmark at Copenhagen in April and to the German 
Emperor at Kiel in June. The latter visit was marked by unusual evi- 
dences of cordiality between the two sovereigns and was followed up in 
August by the conclusion of an arbitration treaty between the two coun- 
tries similar to that concluded between Great Britain and France in 
October, 1903. (See Record of December, 1903, p. 735.) The visit to 
the King of Denmark was followed by the opening of negotiations between 
Great Britain, Denmark and Russia with a view to insuring the neu- 
trality of Denmark in the event of war between Russia and Great Britain. 
Other arbitration treaties were concluded between Holland and Denmark; 
between France, Sweden and Norway; between England, Sweden and 
Norway; and between Spain and Portugal. Similar treaties between 
Great Britain and Holland, and between Great Britain and Austria are 
in process of negotiation with prospect of early success. After difficult 
and protracted diplomatic effort the long expected Russo-German com- 
mercial treaty was signed by Chancellor von BUlow and M. Witte at 
Berlin on July 28. The duration of the treaty is twelve years. The 
other details have not been made public, but it is stated that Russia 
accepts the German minimum duties on grain and renounces the inten- 
tion of introducing higher duties on goods imported by land than on those 
imported by water. Germany accepts the higher Russian duties on man- 
ufactured articles imported into Russia. Other commercial treaties were 
concluded between Italy and Switzerland; between Belgium and Holland; 
and between Italy and Austria. The Italian-Swiss agreement provides for 
high duties on Italian wines imported into Switzerland and similar duties 
on Swiss machinery, silks and textile products imported into Italy; the 
Austro-Italian agreement permits Italian fruits to be imported into 
Austria free of duty, favorable treatment is accorded a limited quantity 
of Italian wine, and reciprocal rates on horses, wood, and machinery are 
conceded to Austria. Commercial treaties are in process of negotiation 
between Austria and Germany; between Austria and Switzerland; and 
between Germany and Roumania. A labor treaty entered into between 
France and Italy in May, provides that savings-bank funds, old age, 
accident and invalid funds of each government shall be applied for the 
benefit of the workmen of each country who shall emigrate into the 
other, and makes provision for the transfer of deposits from offices of one 
country to those of the other. Each government also advances certain 
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pledges with regard to the treatment of the women and children of the 
other who may be employed in factories and other workshops. On June 
30, a convention was concluded between Germany and Sweden whereby 
Sweden renounces her rights to the city of Wismar which were conferred 
by the treaty of Malmoe, June 26, 1803. — In spite of strained relations 
growing out of the Russo-Japanese war and the British expedition into 
Thibet, Russia and Great Britain reached an agreement for the settle- 
ment of a dispute arising out of the seizure by Russian cruisers of Cana- 
dian sealing vessels alleged to have been taking seals in the Behring Sea. 
More recently an agreement was concluded for the protection of the Rus- 
sian seal fisheries at the Commander Islands. — Increasing signs of a 
Russo-German rapprochement have been manifest since the outbreak of 
the war in the East, and German sympathy for Russia has not been dis- 
turbed by occasional Russian seizures of German merchant ships in the 
Red Sea. Of international significance was the apparently complete 
rupture between the French government and the Vatican in July. 
Shortly after protesting against the visit of the president of France to the 
king of Italy, the Pope undertook to discipline two French bishops, sum- 
moning them to repair to Rome and to bring their resignations. The 
French government commanded the bishops to remain at their posts and 
demanded of the Pope the withdrawal of the letters recalling them on the 
ground that the action of the Vatican was a breach of the Concordat, the 
government not having been previously consulted regarding the dismissal 
of the bishops. The Vatican having decUned to withdraw the objectionable 
letters, the French ambassador to the Holy See was formally recalled, and 
subsequently the papal nuncio at Paris was notified that his mission no 
longer had any object. Meantime the French government announced 
that it favored the abrogation of the Concordat and the absolute sepa- 
ration of church and state. — The problem of finding a Catholic power to 
act as protector of the Catholics in the far East has occupied the attention 
of the Vatican. Austria is reported to have declined to assume the task, 
Spain is regarded as too weak, and the relations between the Vatican and 
the king of Italy preclude an Italian protectorship. — Relations between 
Spain and the Vatican have been more cordial. An agreement has 
recently been reached regulating the status of religious congregations in 
Spain, and stipulating that hereafter no new convent shall be opened 
except by royal decree and that new religious orders shall be estabUshed 
in the future only after previous agreement between the Vatican and the 
government. 

AMBRICAN-ETJROFEAN KEIjATIONS.— An arbitration treaty 
betw^een the United States and France was concluded November i. 
It is stated that this treaty, like the Anglo-French agreement of Octo- 
ber 14, 1903, provides for reference to the Hague tribunal of legal con- 
troversies, which do not affect the vital interests, the independence, or 
the honor of the contracting states, nor the interests of third states. 
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— The controversy with Turkey concerning the rights and privileges 
of American citizens in the Ottoman Empire was brought, during the 
period under review, to something resembling a settlement. On July 
24 a personal audience was accorded by the Sultan to Minister Leish- 
man, and an early reply to the demands of the United States was 
promised. In consequence of further delays, the President directed the 
Mediterranean squadron then at Villefranche to proceed to Smyrna. 
The squadron reached Smyrna August 12, and on the following day 
the sultan sent his answer, giving assurance that no discrimination 
would thereafter be made against American citizens or educational in- 
stitutions in the Ottoman dominions, and offering an indemnity of 
$22,500 for American property alleged to have been taken by the 
Turkish government. — Minor incidents in the diplomatic relations of 
the United States with other powers were the conclusion in June of a 
corporation treaty with Russia ; the notification to Russia by the United 
States of the willingness of the American government to act jointly with 
the government of Great Britain in the protection of the seals of the 
Commander Islands; a protest from the British government against 
the recent act of Congress restricting trade between the Philippines and the 
United States to American vessels (see last Record, p. 340); and an 
incident growing out of the violation of the diplomatic privilege of the 
third secretary of the British embassy by the act of a Massachusetts 
police justice in fining that official for violating the speed laws of the 
state. This last matter was amicably settled by the prompt remission 
of the fine, the rendering of an apology by the state government of Mas- 
sachusetts and the expression of regret by the Department of State. — A 
boundary dispute between Brazil and Great Britain concerning the 
limits of British Guiana was settled through the arbitration of the 
King of Italy. — An attack by Haitian soldiers upon the persons of the 
French and German ministers was followed by the appearance at Port 
au Prince of warships of the offended powers and by demands for repa- 
ration. The Haitian government was forced to punish those guilty of 
the outrage, to make a public apology and to give assurances of security 
for the future. — The somewhat arbitrary action of the Venezuelan 
government in seizing the property of the New York and Bermudez 
Asphalt Company for alleged failure to fulfil the conditions of its con- 
cession led to protests from the governments of Great Britsiin and 
the United States and the restoration of the property was requested. — 
Tension between Great Britain and Nicaragua was caused by the 
alleged seizure by Nicaraguan authorities of British vessels engaged in 
the turtle fishery. A British warship was sent to Bluefields to enforce 
the government's demand for reparation. 

AMERIC.&N INTERITATIONAL RELATIONS. — On June 8 the 
Cuban Senate ratified the second Isle of Pines treaty concluded March 
4, 1904 (see last Record, p. 337). — Other incidents were: a revival of 
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the old dispute between Brazil and Peru concerning the Acre territory, 
supposed to have been already adjusted (see previous Records); in- 
creased tension between Chili and Peru concerning the possession of 
Tacna and Arica (see last Record, p. 354); and strained diplomatic 
relations between Argentina and Uraguay owing to the alleged failure 
of the Argentine government to maintain strict neutrality as regards the 
Uruguayan insurrection. In October a treaty was concluded between 
Chili and Bolivia for the settlement of various long-standing disputes. 
INTERN ATIONAI. PEACE CONFERENCE. — la September the 
Interparliamentary Union for International Arbitration met at St. Louis 
and adopted resolutions suggesting that an international conference be 
called by the President of the United States for the purpose of con- 
sidering; (1) the questions which the Hague Conference relegated for 
discussion at a future conference; (2) the negotiation of arbitration treaties; 
and (3) the advisability of establishing an international congress to 
convene periodically for the discussion of international questions. These 
resolutions were presented to the President of the United States on Sep- 
tember 24; and on October 21 the State Department sent to the repre- 
sentatives of the United States accredited to the governments signatory 
to the act of the Hague Conference of 1899, a circular letter proposing 
a second Peace Conference at the Hague. As topics of discussion 
the American government suggested primarily the subjects which at the 
Hague Conference were proposed for future consideration, viz., the rights 
and duties of neutrals, the inviolability of private property in naval war- 
fare, and the matter of the bombardment of ports, towns and villages 
by naval forces. — Special topics further suggested were the distinction 
between absolute and conditional contraband of war, the inviolability 
of ofl&cial and private correspondence of neutrals and the treatment due 
to refugee belligerent ships in neutral ports. — In conclusion it was sug- 
gested that a procedure should be adopted by which states non-signatory 
to the acts of the Hague Conference might become adhering parties. 
Included in the letter were the resolution of the United States Congress 
of April 28, 1904, in favor of the exemption of private property at sea, 
not contraband of war, from capture or destruction by belligerents, and 
the resolutions of the Interparliamentary Union noted above. 

II. THE UNITED STATES. 

NATIONAL AND STATE EI.ECTIONS. — The RepubUcan Na- 
tional Convention met at Chicago, June 21, and organized by the 
election of Elihu Root of New York as temporary chairman and Joseph 
Cannon of Illinois as permanent chairman. In his address to the con- 
vention Mr. Root declared that it would be the policy of the Repub- 
lican party to treat the Philippines as it had treated Cuba, i.e., to 
establish in the Philippines, under the protectorate of the United States, 
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an independent government, so soon as the inhabitants should be pre- 
pared for self-rule. On June 23 Theodore Roosevelt of New York and 
Senator Charles W. Fairbanks of Indiana were unanimously nominated 
as the candidates for President and Vice-president respectively. The 
platform adopted by the Convention advocated the maintenance of the 
gold standard, legislation for the encouragement of the merchant marine, 
the maintenance of a powerful navy, the exclusion of Chinese labor, 
the enforcement of the civil service law, "liberal administration" of the 
pension laws, the maintenance of the "principles of protection," the 
readjustment of the existing duties only where the "public interest 
demands," the settlement of international differences by arbitration and 
the reduction of the representation in Congress of any state which by 
special discrimination denies the elective franchise to any class of citizens. 
Combinations of capital and labor alike were declared to be the "result 
of the economic movement of the age neither of which must be permitted 
to infringe upon the rights and interests of the people, but both of which 
are entitled to the protection of the laws." George B. Cortelyou, Secre- 
tary of the Department of Commerce and Labor, was selected as chair- 
man of the national committee. — The Democratic National Con- 
vention met at St. Louis, July 6, and organized by the election of John 
S. Williams of Mississippi as temporary chairman and Champ Clark of 
Missouri as permanent chairman. On July 9 Alton B. Parker of New 
York was nominated on the first ballot as the candidate for President, 
and Henry G. Davis, of West Virginia, was nominated as the candidate 
for Vice-president. Mr. Parker's leading opponent for the nomination, 
W. R. Hearst of New York, received 200 votes in the convention, but 
before the results of the first ballot were announced Parker's nomina- 
tion was made unanimous. The Democratic Platform advocated greater 
economy in the administration of the government, legislative investiga- 
tion of departments suspected of harboring corruption, a "wise, conserva- 
tive and business-like revision and a gradual reduction of the tariff by 
the friends of the masses," a reduction of the duties on trust-made articles, 
an enlargement of the powers of the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
a reciprocity treaty with Canada, a reduction of the army to a point 
"historically demonstrated to be safe and sufficient," a liberal increase of 
the navy, generous pensions for surviving soldiers and sailors "not by ar- 
bitrary executive order but by legislation," the "open door" in the Orient 
and independence for the Philippines. The construction of the Panama 
Canal was endorsed but the methods by which the canal concession was 
secured were strongly condemned. On the trust question the platform 
denounced the policy of the Republicans and demanded the "vigorous 
and impartial enforcement" of the anti-trust statutes. As reported by 
the sub-committee, the platform contained a "plank" virtually accepting 
the gold monetary standard, but mainly through the influence of Mr. 
Bryan this was stricken out in the full committee, and as finally adopted 
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the platform contained no reference to the currency question. During 
the closing session of the convention, July 9, a telegram from Mr. Parker 
to one of his leading supporters was made public, announcing that he 
regarded the gold standard as irrevocably established and declaring that, 
if his views on this matter were unacceptable to the majority of the con- 
vention, he wished it to select another candidate. After heated discus- 
sion the party leaders suggested, and the convention agreed, that a reply 
should be sent to Mr. Parker stating that the gold standard was not an 
issue and that nothing in his views precluded him from accepting the 
nomination. Thomas T. Taggart of Indiana was selected as chairman 
of the Democratic national committee. — The Populist National 
Convention met at Springfield, Illinois, July 5 and nominated Thomas 
E. Watson of Georgia for President and T. H. Tribbles of Nebraska for 
Vice-president on a platform similar to the Populist platforms of 1892, 
1896, and 1900. The Prohibitionist party, the Social Democratic party 
and the Socialist Labor party also nominated regular tickets for Presi- 
dent and Vice-president. — State and Congressional Elections in 
Oregon, June 6, in Vermont, September 5, and in Maine, September 12, 
were regarded as presaging Republican success in the national election. 
In Oregon the Republicans elected all the Congressmen; in Vermont 
they obtained a majority of over 30,000; in Maine, a majority of about 
27,000. — The national campaign was characterized by lack of enthu- 
siasm and absence of excitement, until, towards the close, Judge Parker 
asserted that the selection by the Republican party, as the manager of 
its campaign, of the former Secretary of Commerce, who possessed the 
secrets of the corporations, and the solicitation by him of campaign con- 
tributions from the corporations, were scandalous acts that suggested 
corrupt practices. The implication that the corporations were being 
blackmailed was declared by Mr. Roosevelt to be " atrociously false; " 
and it was officially denied that Mr. Cortelyou possessed any corpo- 
ration secrets. The national elections, held on November 8, resulted 
in an overwhelming Republican victory. Mr. Roosevelt carried all the 
Northern states and also West Virginia and Missouri, securing 335 elec- 
toral votes as against 133 for Judge Parker. — At the close of this Record 
the eight electoral votes of Maryland were still in doubt. The returns 
further indicate a popular plurality for Roosevelt of about one and three- 
quarter millions. In the next Congress the House of Representatives 
will apparently contain 242 Republicans and 144 Democrats; the Senate, 
56 Republicans and 34 Democrats. — In Massachusetts, Missouri, and 
Minnesota and apparently in Colorado, Democratic governors were elected, 
although these states gave Mr. Roosevelt large majorities. — Immediately 
after the election President Roosevelt issued a statement that under no 
circumstances would he accept a nomination for an additional term. 

INTERNAL ADMINISTRATION. — The following changes were 
made in the cabinet : William H. Moody of Massachusetts was appointed 
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Attorney- General to succeed P. C. Knox who resigned to accept an 
appointment as United States Senator from Pennsylvania in the place 
of Senator M. S. Quay, deceased; Paul Morton of Illinois was appointed 
Secretary of the Navy to succeed William H. Moody; Victor H. Metcalf of 
California was appointed Secretary of the Department of Commerce and 
Labor to succeed G. B. Cortelyou who resigned to become chairman of 
the Republican national committee; and Robert J. Wynne, First Assistant 
Postmaster-General, was appointed Postmaster-General to succeed Henry 
C. Payne deceased. (For other appointments, see Dependencies.) — 
A change in the administrative work of the Civil Service Commission 
was effected by the organization of thirteen districts, each to be under 
a designated agent who will be required to report from time to time to 
the commission at Washington. The main purpose of the reform is 
to relieve postal officers of routine work connected with civil service ex- 
aminations and to secure the keeping of a more accurate record. — The 
criminal prosecutions on account of frauds and irregularities in the 
postal service (see last Record, p. 342) came to an end on May 25 
with the acquittal of H. J. Barrett and General James N. Tyner, Ex- 
Postmaster-General and later Assistant Attorney- General of the Post- 
Office Department, both charged with conspiracy to defraud the govern- 
ment in the matter of postal contracts. — An investigation of the alleged 
traffic in forged naturalization papers in the city of New York was 
undertaken by the federal authorities in conjunction with the New York 
state superintendent of elections. It was discovered that a band of 
swindlers were engaged in a systematic business of selling at high prices 
fraudulent naturalization certificates, the number sold during the last 
year being estimated at not less than 100,000. 

THE DXiFX!NDX!NCIES. — In Porto Rico the proposed five-million- 
dollar loan for permanent public improvements was the chief subject 
of public interest. At the last regular session of the Porto Rican 
Assembly a commission was appointed to report on the need of such a 
loan, the form which it should take and the terms upon which it could 
be placed. On May 23 a special session of the Assembly was convened 
to consider the report of the commission which strongly recommended 
the proposed loan. The Executive Council concurred in the recommen- 
dations of the committee, but the House of Delegates disagreed as to the 
form of the loan and the uses to which it should be applied, and all efforts 
to reach a compromise were fruitless. On July 4 the new governor, 
Beekman Winthrop, assumed office. His inaugural address urged a 
further extension of the public school system and the building of better 
highways. Other changes in the Porto Rican administration were: the 
appointment of Roland P. Falkner of Pennsylvania to be commissioner 
of education vice S. M. Lindsay, resigned; of Regis H. Post of New York 
to be secretary of Porto Rico; of Erastus S. Rockwell of the District of 
Columbia to be auditor; and of A. G. Wolf of the District of Columbia, 
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to be associate justice of the supreme court vice Judge Sulzbacher re- 
signed. — In the Philippines a new revenue law was enacted by the 
commission in July. It repeals many taxes imposed under the Spanish 
law and levies new taxes on alcoholic products, beer, tobacco, cigars, 
cigarettes and matches, and provides for certain license taxes. It is esti- 
mated that the annual revenue from the new law will aggregate about 
five million dollars in gold. — The Secretary of War decided in May 
to place one hundred or more Filipino students in American universities 
during the forthcoming year. Their expenses are to be paid by the 
government, and in return they are required to enter the government 
service of the Philippines upon the completion of their courses of study- 
and continue therein for a period of five years. — The pacification of 
the Philippines seems complete everywhere except on the island of 
Mindanao. On May 8 a detachment of United States infantry consist- 
ing of thirty-nine enlisted men while searching for Datto Ali, a trouble- 
some insurgent leader, was attacked by a band of Moros near Lake 
Liguasan and two lieutenants and fifteen men were killed. On August 
25 a detail of constabulary was ambushed on the island of Leyte by bank 
dits and the captain of the detail killed. In October General Corbin 
succeeded General James F. Wade in command of the Philippines. 

THE ISTHMIAN CANAL. — On May 9, in pursuance of the act of 
Congress passed in April (see last Record, p. 347), the President formally 
promulgated rules for the government of the Panama Canal zone. The 
direction and supervision of the work of the Canal Commission was in- 
trusted to the Secretary of War, and General George W. Davis, the army 
member of the commission, was appointed governor of the American 
zone with authority to appoint a judge who shall exercise the judicial 
power therein. Osceola Kyle of Alabama was appointed to this position. 
Until the expiration of the fifty-eighth Congress the Canal Commission 
will exercise legislative powers over the American strip. The President's 
instructions authorize the commission to make needful rules and regula- 
tions for the government of the zone, to establish therein a civil service sys- 
tem, to acquire the necessary land and other property by expropriation, to 
make contracts for engineering and construction works, and to make 
requisitions on the War Department for funds needed. The municipal 
laws of the canal zone are to be administered by the ordinary tribunals 
substantially as they were before February 26, 1904. Competent local 
officers are to be continued in their positions. Those provisions of the 
federal constitution which relate to due process of law in judicial pro- 
cedure, together with the various other guarantees for the protection of 
individual liberty, are "extended " to the canal zone. The commission is 
empowered to exclude various classes of persons whose presence may 
impede the prosecution of the work of excavation, and it is expressly 
instructed to annul all laws or franchises which permit lotteries or other 
gambling devices forbidden by the laws of the United States. On the 
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same day on which the regulations for the government of the canal zone 
were promulgated, the Secretary of the Treasury delivered to J. P. Mor- 
gan and Company, agents for the government, a warrant for the sum 
of $40,000,000 in full payment of the property and franchises of the 
Panama Canal Company. On May 20 a warrant for $10,000,000 was 
delivered to the agents of the Panama Republic in payment of the con- 
cessions granted through the Hay-Varilla treaty (see last Record, p. 346). 
— On June 24 an order was issued by the War Department for regulating 
the importation of goods into the canal zone. Imports from the United 
States are to be admitted free of duty; upon those from other countries 
the regular rates prescribed by the Dingley tariff act will be imposed. 
Two collection districts were established, one at Ancon, the other at Crys- 
tobal, and a convenient number of post-offices were provided for. 

THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY. — In the case of Dorr v. United 
States the Supreme Court decided on May 31 that the inhabitants of the 
Philippine Islands, although owing allegiance to the United States, are 
not entitled to the right of trial by jury in the absence of congressional 
enactment granting such right. Justice Harlan dissented and asserted 
that the view of the majority was equivalent to an amendment of the 
constitution. In the case of Kepner v. United States, the Supreme 
Court upheld the right of the government of the Philippines to take an 
appeal in criminal cases from the decision of a lower court, such appeal 
not being in violation of the Fifth Amendment which prohibits the pla- 
cing of an accused person twice in jeopardy of life or limb for the same 
ofiense. Justices Brewer, Holmes, White and McKenna dissented. — In 
the case of United States v. Sing Tuck the Supreme Court decided, 
April 25, that the mere allegation of citizenship by a Chinese person 
seeking admission to the United States was not sufficient to deprive 
the insf)ector of jurisdiction under the alien immigrant law, and that 
the Chinese applicant could not resort to the courts without first taking 
the appeal, provided for in the act, to the Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor. — An act of the legislature of Texas directed solely against rail- 
road companies and imposing a penalty for permitting certain obnox- 
ious grasses to grow on their right of way was held in Missouri, Kansas 
and Texas Railroad Company v. May not to be contrary to the Four- 
teenth Amendment. The right of the states to classify the subjects of 
legislation and enact laws affecting differently persons and property 
falling within the different classes was upheld by the Supreme Court in 
the case of Field v. Barber Asphalt Company. — The right of the 
Supreme Court to review the judgment of the United States District Court 
of Porto Rico in a criminal case was sustained in Crowley v. The United 
States; and the right to bring an action against the United States in the 
District Court for Porto Rico whenever such action is allowed in district or 
circuit courts of the United States was upheld in Hijo v. United States. — 
By a decision of Judge Bradford, United States circuit judge for the District 
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of New Jersey, the directors of the Northern Securities Company were 
restrained from redistributing the stock of the company according to 
the method agreed upon, whereby each shareholder was to receive as an 
equivalent of his Northern Securities stock a proportionate amount of 
stock in both the Great Northern and the Northern Pacific railroads 
(see last Record, p. 348). 

LABOR AND CAPITAIi. — The deplorable conditions attending 
the Colorado coal strike (see last Record, p. 349) have continued 
with little prospect of early improvement. In some localities conditions 
amounting to anarchy have prevailed and assassination and riots have 
been matters of common occurrence. Many non-union miners have been 
beaten and driven out of the community. Printing-presses and other 
proj)erty have been wantonly destroyed. The second week of June 
was one of terrorism in Teller County growing out of the killing of fifteen 
non-union miners and the wounding of a number of others by the explo- 
sion of an infernal machine placed by Union sympathizers under the 
railroad platform at Independence, a station near Cripple Creek. At 
Victor, on the same day, a mass meeting held to discuss the outrage led 
to a riot; troops who were called in to quell the disturbance were fired 
upon from windows of neighboring houses; they returned the fire and 
charged upon the hall in which the meeting was held and killed a number 
of the rioters. One of the incidents of the affair was the action of the 
Mine Owners' Association in forcing the sheriff of the county to resign 
his office under threat of hanging. Other local officials suspected of 
sympathy with the union miners were dealt with in a similar fashion. 
After the riot at Victor, Teller County was proclaimed to be under mar- 
tial law and the adjutant general of the state militia, Sherman M. Bell, 
took charge of affairs. In a pitched battle with a force of union miners 
at Dunnville on June 8 General Bell captured fourteen of them and killed 
several others. This was followed by a second collision at Big Hill in 
which other captures were made without loss of life on either side. Mean- 
time the Citizens Alliance sent out a decree that every person connected 
with a labor union must either sever his connection with such organiza- 
tion or leave the district. The military authorities, aided by the Citizens 
Alliance, soon restored a measure of order. Four hundred union miners 
were arrested and confined in a military "bull pen" and a large number 
of these were deported from the state and left on the prairies of Kansas, 
only to be turned back by the authorities of that state. Five hundred 
others were summoned to headquarters and given their choice of leav- 
ing the country or suffering confinement in the "bull pen." — By a deci- 
sion of the state supreme court in the case of Moyer, rendered on June 6, 
the right of the governor to declare martial law and suspend the writ of 
habeas corpus was sustained. — An extensive strike in the principal meat 
packing establishments of the country began on June 12 and lasted 
until September 8. The cause of the strike was the action of the Chicago 
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packers in reducing the wages of unskilled laborers from i8J to l^\ cents 
per hour. After unavailing protests the skilled laborers decided by 
referendum to strike in the interest of the demands of the unskilled work- 
men. They were joined by the employees in the large packing estab- 
lishments of Omaha, Kansas City, New York and other cities, aggre- 
gating about 50,000 men altogether. On July 26 the butchers were 
joined by the workmen in the various allied trades, amounting to about 
7,500 men. As early as July 20 under pressure of public opinion the 
packers and labor leaders reached an agreement to arbitrate the question 
of hours and wages and the strike was called off; but the packers having 
refused to discharge all the extra men hired after July 12, the strike was 
renewed an hour after the resumption of work, on the ground that the 
packers had broken their agreement with regard to the re-employment 
of the strikers. The strike now grew to serious proportions. The 
strikers prepared for a long struggle and the butchers began importing 
large numbers of workmen from outside points. The usual disorders 
incident to a great strike followed; non-union laborers were assaulted 
and beaten, some were killed, and many conflicts with the police 
occurred, esf)ecially in Chicago. After various conferences between repre- 
sentatives of the packers and strikers, an agreement was reached on Sep- 
tember 8 and the strike was called off. The packers agreed to re-employ 
the strikers as rapidly as places could be found, and both skilled and 
unskilled workmen were to receive the same wages as before the strike. — 
A strike of less serious proportions was that of the cotton mill em- 
ployees of Pall River, Massachusetts in July, in consequence of a 
reduction of 12J f)er cent in wages. About 26,000 employees were in- 
volved and no attempt was made to operate the mills affected. At the 
close of this Record all attempts to terminate the strike had been unsuc- 
cessful. — Strikes in the building trades of New York City and Phila- 
delphia have occurred during the summer. — Judicial decisions affecting 
labor were rendered by the supreme courts of Illinois and Wisconsin, 
holding that contracts by which employers agree to employ only members 
of labor unions ("closed shop") are illegal on the ground that such con- 
tracts tend to create a monopoly of labor in favor of labor unions; by 
the supreme court of Indiana, holding that a statute requiring the weekly 
payment of wages is unconstitutional on the ground that, by interfering 
with the liberty of contract, it deprives citizens of their liberty and prop- 
erty without due process of law; and by the supreme courts of Illinois 
and Ohio, denying that the duty of giving a discharged employee a 
letter of recommendation or clearance card is imposed upon employers 
by the common law. A considerable number of injunctions were issued 
in various states forbidding strikers from interfering with non-union 
laborers. Of interest was the election of Judge George Gray of Dela- 
ware to be president of the National Civic Federation as the successor 
of the late Senator Hanna 
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MUITICZPAL AFFAIRS. — An active and successful campaign was 
waged by the dty of Chicago to secure the adoption at the November 
election of a constitutional amendment empowering the legislature to 
grant the city a special charter whereby its government may be reorgan- 
ized, its power to issue bonds for permanent improvements increased 
and the system of justice and police courts improved. The proposed 
amendment authorizes the legislature to permit the city to issue bonds 
up to five per cent of the total actual value of all taxable property instead 
of five per cent of the assessed value, and to establish a new method of 
assessment and collection. — In Buffalo startling disclosures were made 
regarding the administration of various departments of the city govern- 
ment, and seven aldermen were indicted on the charge of bribery. In 
Memphis a citizens' committee demanded the resignation of the mayor 
and other officials or the suppression of the gambling places. Under 
the pressure thus exerted the city officials have entered upon a policy 
of reform. In New York City the mayor removed in October all the 
members of the civil service commission for violation of the laws and 
appointed new commissioners. 

LTITCH LAW. — No fewer than fifty-five cases of lynching have 
been reported since May 15, all except two of which occurred in the south- 
ern states. Of these, fifteen occurred in Georgia, seven in Mississippi, 
five in Alabama and four each in Kentucky and Louisiana. In the two 
Northern states of Idaho and Wyoming white and black murderers were 
lynched by white mobs. Of the persons lynched sixteen were accused 
of rape, three of attempted rape, twenty of murder, two of conspiracy 
to murder, two of murderous assault, two of uttering threats, three of 
offering insults to white women and one of burglary, while "race preju- 
dice" was given as the reason for three lynchings. In three cases the 
lynching was done by negro mobs, the victims in each instance being 
negroes. In Louisiana a white man was lynched by a white mob for 
killing a railroad conductor, and in Wyoming a white man was lynched 
for murderous assault on a white girl. The most widely discussed case 
of lynching occurred at Statesboro, Georgia, where on August 16 a mob 
overpowered the militia, took from the officers two negroes. Reed and 
Cato, who had been legally convicted of murder and sentenced to death, 
and burned them at the stake. On the following day three other negroes, 
charged with complicity in the crime for which Reed and Cato were 
burned, were lynched. It having been discovered that the company of 
militia which was charged with protecting the negro prisoners had thrown 
away or lost its supply of ammunition, the captain was court-martialed. 
In Alabama a militia company which failed to protect a negro prisoner 
from a white mob was by order of the governor mustered out of service. 
At Eupora, Mississippi, the sixteen-year-old victim of a negro assisted 
in the lynching of her assailant in the presence of three thousand spec- 
tators by adjusting the noose and leading the horse from under him. 
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At Cedartown, Georgia, the colored assailant of a thirteen-year-old girl 
was shot to death and his body burned on the public square. Unprece- 
dented in the annals of Mississippi was the conviction and condemna- 
tion to life imprisonment by a white jury of a white man for assaulting 
a negro girl. — In various Southern localities there has been a recrudes- 
cence of the ivhite cap movement In parts of Mississippi it has assumed 
such serious proportions as to lead to organized effort among the more 
substantial classes of white people to prevent the driving off of the 
negro land owners. In this state energetic action has been taken by 
the governor to break up the white cap organizations. 

III. LATIN AMERICA. 

In Argentina Sefior Manuel Quintana was elected President of the 
republic, and was duly inaugurated in October. His message at the 
opening of Congress declared the country to be in a prosperous condi- 
tion, and announced various legal and administrative reforms. — In 
Bolivia a presidential election took place on the first of May result- 
ing in the choice of Colonel Montes as President. — The unfavorable 
industrial and financial condition of Brazil has been a subject of gen- 
eral discussion. A widespread famine was reported in the northern 
portion of Brazil while the federal treasury showed a deficit of over 
$4,000,000. Nevertheless an extensive naval program has been un- 
dertaken by the government. — In Colombia a presidential election 
occurred on July 4. The contest was highly exciting and the re- 
public was brought to the verge of revolution. General Rafael Reyes 
was elected over Dr. Velez, and assumed oflSce on August 7. — In the 
Cuban Congress the abstention of the members belonging to a radical 
faction made it impossible for the House of Representatives to transact 
business for lack of a quorum. In July the soldier members of the 
radical faction joined the moderates in order to secure the passage of 
a soldiers' pay bill, but, this done, they resumed their attitude of 
obstruction. — In CbiU a cabinet crisis occurred in May. — In Mexico 
two imf)ortant constitutional amendments were ratified. One of these 
creates the office of vice-president of the republic; the other extends 
the presidential term from four to six years. In July Porfirio Diaz was 
reelected as President of the republic, and Rumon Carrol as Vice-presi- 
dent. — In Paraguay a revolution has been in progress throughout the 
summer and autumn. In August a reign of terror was reported to 
exist in Assuncion; business was suspended and the streets deserted. 
The insurgents under General Ferreira established a provisional govern- 
ment at Villa del Pilar and at the close of the period under review 
their strength was reported to be daily increasing. — In Peru in August 
Senor Jose Pardo was chosen President. The revolution in Uruguay 
(see last Record, p. 354) came to an end early in November, the gov- 
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eminent granting to the insurgents complete amnesty and the restora- 
tion of their property. — In the new Republic of Psuiaiua the govern- 
ment has decided to adopt a gold monetary standard. — The revolution 
in Santo-Domingo (see last Record, p. 354) came to an end in June, 
the insurgents agreeing to submit to the authority of the government 
and deliver up their arms, in return for which the government granted 
a general amnesty and agreed to assume the expense incurred by the 
revolutionary authorities. — A new constitution, the fifteenth since the 
creation of the republic, was promulgated in Venezuela in May. Of 
interest to other countries are the provisions requiring foreigners who 
wish to enter the republic to present identification papers and certifi- 
cates of good character from the government of the country from which 
they emigrate. 

IV. EUROPE. 
OIUQAT BRITAIIT. — On August 15 Parliament vras prorogued 
until November 3. The royal address referred to the friendly relations 
between the King and foreign powers, the visits of the King to the Emperor 
of Germany and to the King of Denmark (see European Interna- 
tional Relations), the various treaties concluded with foreign powers 
(see last Record, p. 334), military operations in Somaliland (see Africa, 
below), the settlement of the boundary dispute with Brazil (see Ameri- 
can-European Relations, above) and the expedition to Thibet (see 
International Relations, Thibet). The address expressed regret 
at the continuance of hostilities between Russia and Japan and declared 
that the government would "energetically support the subjects of the 
king in the exercise of the rights recognized by international law as be- 
longing to neutrals." The session of Parliament was marked by unusual 
turmoil. The rather formidable program of the government provoked 
the hostility of the opposition to an unusual degree, and led its mem- 
bers to resort to obstruction tactics. They harassed the parliamentary 
leaders with motions for censure and adjournment, with questions and 
denunciations, and at times by hoots and jeers prevented the premier 
from speaking. Early in July the government was driven to adopt 
the closure on several important measures and to hold all-night sittings. 
At the same time it was compelled to drop from its program not less 
than twenty-one of the measures which it had set out to pass and some 
of which had already been the subject of extended discussion. Among 
these was the Alien Immigration bid, which proposed to restrict immi- 
gration into England and which, in spite of strong objection to its alleged 
anti-Semitic character, had already passed its second reading. Other 
important measures dropped were: the Scotch Education bill, the Port 
of London bill, the Irish Land bill, the Cunard Loan bill, and the Penal 
Servitude bill, the latter of which proposed important reforms in the 
existing method of punishing criminals. Bills which passed the second 
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reading but which apparently did not become law were: the Prevention 
of Corruption bill, which has been before Parliament many years and 
which is aimed at the evil of blackmailing; the Street Betting bill, which 
proposed to prohibit betting in the streets, parks, gardens and saloons; 
and the Trades Union bill, which propwsed to legalize peaceful picket- 
ing, to amend the law of conspiracy in so far as trade disputes are con- 
cerned and to protect the funds of trades unions against legal process 
for recovery of damages resulting from the action of members of such 
unions, the latter feature being intended to meet the situation caused 
by the Taff Vale decision. Among the few acts which became law the 
most important was the Licensing bill, which was the subject of debate 
throughout the greater part of the spring and summer and which has 
excited general interest in Europe and America. Its most important 
feature is a provision that, whenever the renewal of a license to sell in- 
toxicating liquor is refused upon public grounds to a man who has not 
forfeited it by misconduct, he shall receive compensation from a fund 
provided by a graduated tax upon all the liquor dealers in the district. 
The bill encountered the most strenuous opposition both in and out of 
Parliament and was passed only after the application of the closure. 
Other bills which became law were: the Welsh Coercion act designed 
to compel the Welsh county councils to administer the Education act 
of 1902; an act to carry into effect the Anglo-French Colonial agreement 
of April last (see last Record, p. 334); and an act designed to facilitate 
the earlier closing of shops throughout the United Kingdom. A bill 
enabling women to sit in municipal councils was rejected by the House 
of Lords and a bill to repeal the Irish Crimes act was defeated in the 
House of Commons. — Several unsuccessful attempts were made to 
upset the government on the fisoeU question, but Premier Balfour re- 
sisted every attempt to drag this question into the discussion, contend- 
ing that it was not before Parliament at the present session. From this 
position, in which Mr. Chamberlain heartily concurred, he could not 
be moved by the taunts of cowardice levelled against him by the oppo- 
sition. On May 18 a motion was made condemning the "protective 
taxation of food as burdensome to the people and injurious to the 
Empire." As an amendment to this motion the government carried a 
resolution declaring that the House considered it unnecessary to dis- 
cuss the question of fiscal reform and expressing the confidence of the 
House in the present administration. The government was put to the 
test again on August i, by a motion of Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman 
prop>osing to censure the government for the prominent part taken by two 
members of the cabinet on July 14 in the newly reconstructed Liberal- 
Unionist council of which Mr. Chamberlain was elected president, and 
which, on the day of its reorganization, adopted a resolution favoring 
fiscal reform and preferential treatment of the colonies. The resolution 
of censure was rejected by a majority of 78 votes. — On July 20 the 
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report of Mr. Chamberlain's tariff commission on the iron and steel 
trades (see last Record, p. 355), was made public. It defends the posi" 
tion of Mr. Chamberlain, declares that the decline of British indus- 
tries is due to German and American "dumping" and recommends 
(i) a low scale of duties for countries admitting British wares on fair 
terms; (2) a lower tariff for the colonies; and (3) a maximum tariff sub- 
ject to reduction by negotiation. In the meantime Mr. Chamberlain 
has continued his campaign with unabated vigor. In by-elections 
in the divisions of Osmestry, Harborough, Devonport and Reading the 
opposition have triumphed. — The report of the royal commission on the 
militia and volunteers (appointed in April, 1903) contains recom- 
mendations for increasing the ej65ciency of both forces. The militia is 
declared to be unfit at present for defense and the volunteer force un- 
qualified to take the field against a regular army. The commission rec- 
ommends the continental system of compulsory training for the whole 
able-bodied male population in a period of continuous service with the 
colors, such instruction to be given by a body of specially educated and 
highly trained officers. The report has called forth much popular op- 
position. — The decision of the House of Lords in the Free Church 
Case, rendered in August, awarded property estimated to be worth from 
$50,000,000 to $75,000,000 to the remnant of the Free Church which 
refused in 1900 to follow the overwhelming majority of the church in its 
union with the United Presbyterians. The beneficiaries of the decision 
are twenty-eight Highland ministers of Gaelic speaking congregations. 
The decision is based on the view that a theoretical acceptance of the 
principle of establishment (although coupled with dissent from the church 
actually established) is one of the fundamental tenets of the Free Church; 
that the donors of the funds of that church acted on the expectation 
that it would continue faithful to that tenet; and that by uniting with the 
"voluntaryist" United Presbyterians the majority abandoned this tenet 
and were therefore no longer entitled to administer the funds which the 
Free Church held in trust. 

THE BRITISH COLONIIiS AND INDIA. — The Watson Labor 
ministry for the commonwealth of Australia (see last Record, p. 357) 
was short lived. It was defeated in July on a motion for the recom- 
mittal of the clause of the arbitration bill granting a preference to trade 
unionists. The governor-general having declined to accede to Mr. Wat- 
son's request to dissolve parliament, a new coalition cabinet was con- 
stituted under the premiership of Mr. Reid. — In August the common- 
wealth parliament definitely selected, for the federal capital, Dal- 
gety, a small interior village in New South Wales about 300 miles south 
of Sydney. The commonwealth budgetary statement, presented to the 
House in October, showed a total revenue of ;,^4,63i,o56, and an ex- 
penditure of ^£4,252, 562, the balance being returnable to the states. — 
Changes of government have taken place in West Australia where a 
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labor ministry was constituted, in South Australia, in New South Wales 
and in Queensland. Parliamentary elections have occurred in West 
Australia, New South Wales and in Queensland. The labor vote won 
a notable victory in the two first mentioned states and through the 
activity of the women suffragists the opposition triumphed in the 
latter on the issue of the extravagance of the administration. — Worthy 
of note in the affairs of New Zealand were: the retirement of the 
governor. Lord Ranfurley, and the inauguration in June of his suc- 
cessor, Lord Plunkett; the adoption by the Legislative Council of a 
resolution expressing regret at the introduction of Chinese laborers on 
the Rand (see last Record, p. 367) without the approval of the white 
population, and the announcement of the government program in the 
House of Representatives in June. — In the affairs of Canada an im- 
portant political event was the appointment of Earl Grey, lord-lieutenant 
of Northumberland, as governor-general to succeed Lord Minto, whose 
term expired in October. — The Dominion Parliament was prorogued 
on August 10, after a session of five months. The legislation of the 
session included certain amendments to the contract between the Grand 
Trunk railway and the government, an act for the re-organization of 
the militia and an act against "dumping." The militia bill provides 
for a reorganization of the Canadian militia on the lines of the reforms 
recently adopted in Great Britain. Instead of a minister of militia and 
a commander-in-chief as heretofore, a coundj of seven members con- 
sisting of three civilians and four soldiers, with a chief of staff and an 
inspector-general, is to have control. The "dumping" act was a measure 
designed to restrict, by the imposition of countervailing duties, the im- 
portation from the United States of certain wares at prices lower than 
the home prices. — Two measures which were the subject of extended 
debate and the latter of which passed the House of Commons were: an 
alien labor bill which proposed to prohibit the landing of paupers, dis- 
eased persons, polygamists and anarchists, and to make railway com- 
panies illegally importing aliens into Canada liable for the expense of 
their deportation; and a bill authorizing the government to cancel any 
license issued to manufacturers who entered into exclusive contracts 
with dealers. — The Canadian budget was presented early in June 
with a statement that the surplus for the last fiscal year was $14,345,166, 
and that the estimated surplus for the current year exceeded $16,000,000. 
The Election of November 3 gave the Liberals the extraordinary 
majority in parliament of at least seventy-five. The chief issues raised 
by the Conservatives were preferential trade with other parts of the 
British empire and higher protection for manufacturers, the "extrava- 
gance" of the government, the Pacific railway scheme (see last Record, 
p. 356), and the Dundonald incident (see below). Among the Con- 
servatives who were defeated was Robert Borden, the Conservative 
parliamentary leader. An incident widely discussed both in and out 
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of parliament was the dismissal of I>ord Dundonald from the com- 
mand of the Canadian militia for delivering a speech in which he con- 
demned the interference of politicians in military affairs. — Events of 
interest in India were the re-appointment of Lord Curzon as viceroy 
and the successful termination of the expedition to Thibet (see above, 
International Relations. For the British South African colonies, 
see Africa). 

FRANCE. — The all-absorbing topic in France has been the long 
expected rupture with the Vatican (see European International 
Relations, above). On May 27 after a long and exciting debate the 
Chamber of Deputies by a vote of 427 to 95 approved the action of the 
government in recalling the French ambassador to the Vatican. A 
Socialist motion to break off all relations with the Vatican and to denounce 
the Concordat was, however, defeated by a vote of 385 to 146; and a 
resolution offered by a Nationalist deputy requesting the government 
to negotiate with the Pope for a separation of church and state was de- 
feated by a vote of 507 to 18. After this, Premier Combes announced 
that the question of the separation of church and state would be taken 
up for discussion in January, 1905. During a discussion of the religious 
question the premier stated that he and his son had been approached 
by representatives of the Chartreuse monks who offered large sums of 
money to secure the revocation of the order of expulsion. The Chamber 
appointed a committee to investigate the charges and after taking a 
vast mass of testimony it reported that the premier's charges were un- 
founded. On July 12, however, the Chamber, after a tumultuous session, 
rejected the report of the committee by a large majority and sustained 
the premier's charges of attempted bribery. On the following day par- 
liament adjourned until October. — In May a decree was promulgated 
ordering the removal of all crucifixes and pictures from the schools and 
court rooms and designating Good Friday as the day for the execution 
of the order. — At the opening of parliament in October the govern- 
ment won another victory by a vote giving precedence to the discus- 
sion of the relations between France and the Vatican. Premier Combes 
reaffirmed that the "separation of the church and state has become inev- 
itable." — The result of the municipal elections in May showed 
that the Nationalists had lost considerably in Paris. In the provinces 
the result was generally favorable to the government except in some of 
the large industrial centers, such as Bordeaux, Lille and Havre. — The 
election for Councils General took place in August. The complete 
returns showed a ministerialist gain of 109 seats. A feature of the indus- 
trial situation was a great strike among the employees in the dock yards 
of Marseilles in September. 

OERMANir. — The Reichstag passed in May the so-called Stengel 
law which introduces important modifications into the imperial system 
of finances, notably as regards the matricular contributions of the states 
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(see last Record, p. 360). The unfavorable position of the imperial 
finances, the necessity for retrenchment and the means of meeting a 
large deficit were the subjects of prolonged and lively discussion. Other 
imperial laws enacted since the last Record extend the application of 
the law relating to insurance against invalidity and old age to the com- 
mercial marine industry; provide for the stamping out of phylloxera; 
and institute special tribunals to settle conflicts between capital and 
labor in commercial industries. A provision of the latter law which met 
strong opposition was that prohibiting women from serving as members 
of the new tribunals. An important measure which reached an advanced 
stage on the legislative calendar was the inland canal bill which carried 
an appropriation of $100,000,000 for the enlargement and extension of 
the canal system. Two other measures which the government has 
undertaken to pass provide indemnification for innocent persons who 
have been subjected to criminal prosecution and place at the disposal 
of various relief bodies a grant of 3,000,000 marks for the benefit of rail- 
way employees. The session was marked by attacks on the foreign 
policy of the empire and by evidences of the growing unpopularity of 
the imperial chancellor. — Of general interest to the people of Germany 
was the announcement in September of the betrothal of Crown Prince 
Frederick William to the Duchess Cecilia of Mecklenburg-Schwerin. — 
In Baden a law was adopted extending the state suffrage so as to make 
it coincident with that for the election of members of the Reichstag. In 
Bavaria a suffrage reform measure was rejected. In 'Wurteinburg 
a school bill, passed by a large majority in the lower chamber and strongly 
supported by the government, was rejected in the upper chamber, chiefly 
through clerical influence. The result was an agitation for the "reform 
or suppression of the upper chamber." A resolution which was the 
subject of heated discussion in the Prussian Landtag and which passed 
the Chamber of Deputies declared that public elementary schools should 
be either Protestant or Catholic, and that each should be attended exclu- 
sively by pupils of one faith and instructed by teachers professing the 
creed of their pupils. For the management of the said schools it was 
furthermore proposed that special school boards should be created to 
represent the interests of religious education. Among the measures which 
became law in Prussia were: an act providing for a loan of 146,815,000 
marks for the completion of state railroads; an act for the protection 
of game; and an act to raise a loan of 15,000,000 marks with which to 
improve the conditions of habitation among workmen in the employ 
of the state and to provide assistance for such as are incapable of per- 
forming manual labor. The Pomeranian bank scandal in which many 
prominent persons were involved, among them Prince von Mirbach, 
master of ceremonies of the court of the Empress, aroused much indig- 
nation and led to an interpellation in the Prussian Landtag. Prince Mir- 
bach was compelled to resign his office. At Konigsberg seven members 
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of the Social Democratic party were arraigned on the charge of high 
treason for smuggling anarchistic literature into Russia. The prosecution, 
which aroused much comment unfavorable to the government, proved 
a fiasco. — Changes of rulers have occurred in Saxony by the death of 
King George and the succession of his son Frederick and in the prin- 
cipality of Lippe-Detmold by the death of the regent. The assumption 
of the regency by Count Leopold, son of the deceased regent, was opposed 
by the Emperor but supported by the local government, and by the local 
diet (see Record of June, 1899, p. 381). 

ITALY. — The legislative output of the Italian parliament, which 
adjourned the first week in July, included the enactment of measures 
for the financial relief of the municipalities of Naples and Rome, both 
measures involving the expenditures of considerable sums; a bill for 
the water supply of Apulia; a bill conferring upon the government full 
power to conclude commercial treaties with Austria and Switzerland; 
and budget bills embodying the ministerial estimates. The program 
for public -works includes the construction of a railway from Cun^o 
to Nice and of a new direct line from Rome to Naples. An important 
measure which met defeat in the parliament was the perennial divorce 
bill. After a parliamentary investigation Signor Nasi, ex-minister of 
public education and one of the leading statesmen of Italy, was found 
guilty of falsifying his accounts, misappropriating public funds and of 
other irregularities in oflSce. The parliament having referred the case to 
the criminal courts with instructions to begin prosecution, the accused 
statesman fled to Switzerland. — A subject of lively debate in the Cham- 
ber of Deputies was the proposed Increase of the navy. A parliamen- 
tary committee was appointed to inquire into the present condition of 
the navy and report upon its needs. — By royal decree, promulgated 
in October, November 6 and 13 were fixed as the dates for the general 
elections, the issues submitted to the electorate including better secon- 
dary education, state ownership of all roads, taxation reform, refunding 
of the state debt, maintenance of the existing scale of military expendi- 
ture, prevention of strikes in public employments, and relief of the 
southern provinces. The elections resulted in a victory for the govern- 
ment, the Conservative gains being due largely to the participation in 
the election of many Catholics who had abstained from voting since 
the establishment of Italian unity. An event which caused general re- 
joicing throughout Italy was the birth of an heir to the throne on Sep- 
tember 15. The infant was christened with the name of Humbert and 
was given the title of Prince of Piedmont. — An incident of the indus- 
trial situation was a general strike in September inaugurated by the 
Socialists as a protest against the severity used by the government in 
suppressing labor disturbances. The strike collapsed after a week's 
duration. The economic condition of Italy continues to improve, and 
the state of the national finances is most favorable. 
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RUSSIA. — An event which was the occasion of general rejoicing 
throughout the empire was the birth on August 24 of an heir to the Rus- 
sian throne. The Czarevitch was christened with the name of Alexis, 
and a decree was issued by the Czar determining the order of succession 
to the throne. In the event of the death of the Czar before the attain- 
ment by the Czarevitch of his majority, the Grand Duke Michael Alex- 
androvitch shall become regent and the Czarina guardian of the heir 
apparent. By another decree the Czar conferred various favors and 
privileges upon his subjects. The most important were the abolition 
of corporal punishment among the rural classes and its curtailment in 
the army and the navy, the remission of land purchase arrears due to the 
state, which benefits a large class of the population both of the empire 
and of Poland; an all-round reduction in terms of imprisonment for 
common-law offenses, the sentences of ordinary convicts being reduced 
one-half and life sentences to fourteen years; a general amnesty for all 
political offenses except murder; the setting apart of $1,500,000 from 
the state funds for the benefit of landless people in Finland; the remis- 
sion of all fines imposed on the villages, towns or communes of Finland 
which failed to elect representatives or whose male inhabitants refused 
to serve on the military recruiting boards during the years 1902 and 
1903; and permission to those Finns who left their country without the 
sanction of the authorities to return within a year. Fines imposed upon 
Jewish communes for avoidance of military service were likewise re- 
mitted and persons under arrest for various offenses were pardoned. 
These decrees were supplemented by the announcement of various pro- 
motions in the army, the navy and the civil service. — In further com- 
memoration of the birth of the Czarevjtch a sum of money was set aside 
from the imperial privy purse for the establishment of 100 scholarships 
in military and naval schools for the benefit of children of soldiers and 
sailors killed in the present war. Two million roubles were also set aside 
for the support of the families of such soldiers. — In September a decree 
was issued extending the privileges of residence to certain classes of Jews 
within the pale. A far reaching reform was embodied in a decree of 
July II which abolishes the system of condemning by administrative 
order persons charged with political offenses and secures to them trial 
in the courts. — The industrial and political outlook in Russia is most 
unfavorable. Widespread crop failures and general paralysis of industry 
have characterized the period under review. The general unrest has 
manifested itself in an unusual number of political assassinations. On 
July 28 M. von Plehve, minister of the interior and leader of the reac- 
tionary forces in Russia, was killed by the explosion of a bomb thrown 
at his carriage while he was driving to the railway station in St. Peters- 
burg. The assassin was a young Russian named Lassoneff, of Polish 
ancestry, who had lived in Finland, and his crime was believed to be 
part of a widespread plot to murder various high government officials. 
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After considerable difficulty in finding a suitable person the Czar ap- 
pointed Prince Sviatopolk-Mirsky, governor-general of Vilna, as von 
Plehve's successor. On June 15 the governor-general of Finland, 
Count Bobrikoff, was murdered while entering the senate chamber 
at Helsingfors. The assassination was ascribed to the revolutionary 
spirit engendered by the governor's drastic policy in Finland. Prince 
John Obolensky, formerly governor of Kharkoff was appointed as his 
successor. Other political assassinations were the murder of the vice- 
governor of the province of Elizabethpol, of the chief administrator .of 
the Surmalin district in the Caucasus and of the Russian minister to 
Switzerland. The assassination of von Plehve was followed by agita- 
tion for the creation of a responsible cabinet, but the proposed reform 
did not meet the approval of the Czar. Meantime the new minister 
of the interior has announced that his administration will be marked 
by important reforms. — The grave conditions in Finland have con- 
tinued with but few signs of improvement. The Finnish senate on June 
26 issued a manifesto expressing "deep indignation" at the assassina- 
tion of the governor-general and proclaiming its "allegiance to the mighty 
Russian crown." On August 28 the Czar issued a ukase summoning 
the estates of Finland to meet in ordinary session at Helsingfors on 
December 6, 1904, and commanding the meeting of the Finnish diet in 
1907. — To meet the expenses of the war with Japan the Russian gov- 
ernment negotiated in May a five per cent loan of $160,000,000, which 
was taken by French investors, and a new loan of $50,000,000 has been 
announced. (For military operations and diplomatic incidents of the 
Russo-Japanese war, see above. International Relations.) 

A1TSTRIA-HXT1TOART. — The Delegations of the Austrian and 
Hungarian parliaments assembled at Budapest on May 14 to consider 
and adopt the common estimates for 1905. Considerable popular sur- 
prise was manifested at the unusually large demands for the army and 
the navy, the amount required being about $52,000,000. Of this amount 
more than $37,000,000 represented extraordinary estimates for the army 
and for new war vessels. The government declared its determination 
to increase the efficiency of the army and the navy and to bring them 
up to the level of modern requirements. Fortunately the financial con- 
dition of the dual monarchy is favorable, a large surplus being reported 
by the minister of finance. — The continued obstruction of the Czechs 
in the Austrian parliament prevented the carrying out of the govern- 
ment program (see last Record, p, 361) and the parliament was adjourned 
sine die early in May. In October the cabinet was reconstructed 
by Dr. von Karber, a Czech being given a seat, an act calculated 
to obviate Czech obstruction in the next session of parliament. 
Among the ministers retired was Dr. von Bohm-Bawerk, minister 
of finance. The new Hungarian Program was announced by Count 
Apponyi in a recent speech. It demands, first, a separate Hungarian 
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royal standard and an independent Hungarian court; second, an arrange- 
ment requiring the King and the royal heir together with the diplo- 
matic representatives of foreign states to pass a part of each year on 
Hungarian soil; third, that the independent existence of Hungary be 
expressed in treaties with foreign states; and, fourth, that Hungarian 
officers be employed in the Hungarian army, that the Hungarian flag 
and coat of arms be introduced, that recruits be required to swear 
fidelity to the Hungarian constitution and that military orders be given in 
the Hungarian language. This last demand has been partially met by 
an imperial decree extending the use of the Hungarian language in the 
army. In the latter part of April occurred an extensive strike by 
the employees on the Hungarian government railways for the purpose 
of securing higher wages and better conditions of service. The gov- 
ernment entered into negotiations with the strikers and practically con- 
ceded their demands. The strikers thereupon raised other demands. 
These were firmly refused and the government proceeded to adopt 
vigorous measures to end the strike. These were completely successful 
and the strike collapsed. — Municipal elections in Vienna occurred 
in August and resulted in an overwhelming victory for the anti-Semites. 
MINOR EUROPEAN STATES. — In Belgium the chief event of 
political interest was the election of members of parliament in May. 
The results showed a gain for the opposition (Liberal) of five seats in 
the Chamber and two in the Senate. The main issue was the hostility 
of the Liberals to the growth of clerical influence, particularly in edu- 
cational and political affairs. — In Denmark the most generally dis- 
cussed question has been the proposal to incorporate a provision in the 
new criminal code legalizing corporal punishment for certain offenses. 
Laws were passed for making loans to peasants and for regulating the 
observance of- holidays. Projects of law relating to civil marriage and 
for the extension of the suffrage failed of adoption. — In Holland par- 
liamentary elections occurred in August and resulted in the triumph 
of the Conservatives, who were in the minority in the last parliament. 
The speech from the throne at the opening of parliament urged a new 
system of education, an old age insurance law and a modification of the 
law of lirhited partnerships. A government bill which proposed to grant 
holders of diplomas issued by private sectarian universities the same 
rights and privileges as are granted to graduates of state institutions 
was defeated in the upper chamber in consequence of the opposition 
of the entire Left. — Norway and Sweden were concerned chiefly 
with the problem of insuring their own neutrality in the event of the 
extension of the Russo-Japanese war to Europe. The Norwegian gov- 
ernment decided to establish an important naval base on the northern 
coast of Norway, the site to be strongly fortified. At the opening of 
the Norwegian Storthing in October the King announced a bill to revise 
the customs tariff with a view to the protection of labor. Other note- 
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worthy matters were the enactment by the Swedish parliament of a new 
homestead law which sets apart a large fund to be loaned to agricultural 
laborers for the purchase of lands, and the recrudescence of an old 
boundary dispute between the two countries which has been aggravated 
by a fisheries dispute. — In the politics of Portugal the chief event was 
the resignation, in October, of the cabinet in consequence of the refusal 
of the king to adjourn Parliament. — In Oreeoe parliament was dissolved 
in October. — In Servia, Peter Karageorgevitch, was solemnly crowned 
on September 21. — From the region of the Balkans come the usual 
reports of disturbances and atrocities. Ottoman troops have annihilated 
bands of Bulgarian insurgents and these have in turn pillaged and dev- 
astated the surrounding country. Friction developed between the Otto- 
man government and the governments of Austria and of Russia relative 
to the execution of the Austro-Russian reform scheme (see last Record, 
P- 3SS)- The difficulty arose over the opposition of the Porte to the 
demand of the Austrian and Russian governments for an increase in 
the number of the foreign officers of the gendarmerie. 

V. ASIA AND AFRICA. 

ASIA. — In June reports of wholesale Turkish massacres of Ar- 
menians in the Sassoun district reached the outside world. It was 
asserted that whole villages had been destroyed and thousands of per- 
sons put to death by the Turkish soldiery. According to a statement 
made by M. Delcass€, June 9, in the French Chamber of Deputies, the 
Porte was informed that the time for repression had passed and that the 
French government would hold Turkey responsible for the atrocities. — 
In China a recrudescence of the Boxer movement occurred in the 
provinces of Shantung and Pechili. Many missionaries were compelled 
to flee for their lives. On the occasion of the seventieth birthday of 
the dowager empress an edict was issued pardoning, with three ex- 
ceptions, all persons connected with the reform movemant of 1898. In 
consequence of the distressed conditions prevailing in Manchuria and 
Kwangsi, a decree was issued commanding viceroys and other high offi- 
cials to abstain from sending presents to the empress. Another decree 
referred to the straitened condition of the finances and ordered the abo- 
lition of various offices and posts in the provinces. Still another decree 
ordered an inquiry into the slipshod method of collecting the land tax. 
By an imperial edict of May 18 the ports of Chinanfu, Weishien and 
Chantsun on the Shuntung peninsula were opened to the commerce 
of the world. In June it was announced that the government of the 
Chinese Empire had become a signatory to the Geneva Red Cross Con- 
vention and that the empress had subscribed 100,000 taels for the benefit 
of the Red Cross society. — To meet the expenses of the war with Russia 
the government of Japan raised two loans of $50,000,000 each, one of 
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which was taken in New York and London at six per cent interest, while 
the other was a domestic loan bearing interest at five per cent. Late in 
September it was announced that a new domestic loan of $40,000,000 at 
five per cent had been decided upon. 

AFRICA. — An event which has caused general regret in aU the 
British colonies of South Africa was the resignation in October of Lord 
Milner, high commissioner since 1897. — The Cape Colony govern- 
ment was defeated. May 23, on a proposition for a reduction of the esti- 
mates. Legislative measures enacted were: a bill to exclude Chinese 
indentured labor; an act to provide lor the better administration of justice 
and an act to regulate the sale of firearms and ammunition. The colo- 
nial revenues for the fiscal year ending June 30 amounted to £9,910,000 
and the expenditures ;^io,849,ooo. — In the Transvaal interest has 
centered chiefly in the experiments with Chinese labor in the mines of 
the Rand. Many thousand Chinese laborers have been introduced since 
the enactment of the labor ordinance in January (see last Recokd, 
p. 367). Elaborate regulations were promulgated in April for enforcing 
the conditions prescribed in the labor ordinance and in the Anglo-Chinese 
convention regarding the introduction of coolies into the Transvaal. It 
has been decided (see Great Britain) that an elective element shall 
be introduced into the Legislative Council of the Transvaal. — In 
April the British secretary of state for war announced in the House of 
Commons that in view of the defeat of the Mad Mullah and his flight 
into Italian territory the government had decided to discontinue military 
operations in Somaliland. Shortly thereafter it was reported that the 
Mad Mullah was again on the war path with 6,000 followers well supplied 
with ammunition and transport. — The rebellion of the Herreros in 
Oerman South West Africa (see last Record, p. 367) continued 
throughout the early summer to tax the energies of the German author- 
ities. In May Lieutenant General von Trotha was sent to take com- 
mand of the German forces, amounting to some 10,000 men in this 
quarter, and on August 11 he broke the back of the rebellion in an all 
day battle with 6,000 natives at Hamarkari. The Herrero leaders were 
killed, and thousands of their cattle were captured or dispersed. Five 
German officers and nineteen men were killed. — From the Congo Free 
State have come reports of revolting cruelties practised on the natives 
by white officials and others. British sentiment in particular has been 
aroused and the "Congo atrocities" occupied a prominent part in the 
debates of Parliament throughout the summer. In August it was an- 
nounced that the Belgian government had appointed a commission of 
three judges, two Belgian and one foreign, to conduct an exhaustive 
investigation into the condition of affairs in the Congo State. 
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